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The Christmas Oratorio

Johann Sebastian Bach

168b-1750

PART I -
1. Chorus ... Shout ye with gladness
2. Recitative—Evangelist .......ccooreeees And in those same days it came to pass
3. Recitative-—AMo .. . _ocemm At last, peloved Saviour mine
4, Aria—Al0 e : P ... Prepare thyself, Zion
T 0T How can I fitly greet Thee
6. Recitative—Evangeligt . .ccoeeene. And she brought forth her first-born Son
7. Aria—Bass ... .. Mighty Lord of all Creation
B TTROTHLE i i s L S S A S s Ah, Jesus Child

PART II
9. Pastoral Symphony

10.
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15.
16.
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21.
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23.

24,
25,
26.

21.
28,

29.

30.
31.
32,

33.
34.

35.

Recitative—Evangelist

And abiding in the field

Break forth, O beauteous morning light

And the angel spake and said
This sign do I give you

Behold! in gloomy stable stall

..... So go ye there

Sleep Thou, my Dearest

And suddenly there appeared
Glory to God in the Highest

'Tis well, ye Angels joyful sing
In Chorus now to Thee we raise

Ruler of Heaven

Chorale .........
Recitative—Evangelist and Soprano .............
Recitative—Evangelist
CHOTPAYE: cicisiassmsissisti s rrmsmmmmnr=sminms
Recitative—Bass ...
G T Py ) 1 S
Recitative—Evangelist ....ooeeeeomereeccrececceernaaes
CRhOTUS oo
Recitative—DBass .oooeeeeeeceeccmaern e crmnee e eeneeas
Chorale -eeeeeeeeeececenaes

PART III
CHOTIIE! «omncxpmsnsomsssmassnessemsmpnmmanensnmsmsmsrssss S B S a2 T2
Recitative—Evangelist .o

Chorus

And as the Angels were gone
Let us even go now to Bethlehem

Redeemer of His folk

Recitative—DBass

Chorale
Recitative—Evangelist
Recitative—Evangelist
Chorale

That God has blessed His People thus
And the shepherds hastened
......................................................................... To their flocks
...................... Rejoice and sing

CHOTUE socomesmerms e it ses e s s s s s tns

Chorus
Recitative—Evangelist

... Ruler of Heaven

INTERMISSION

PART IV

.................................................................... Bow ye, thankful
And when eight days were accomplished

Aria—Soprano :

Obligato Oboe:
Duet—Soprano and Bass

.... Say, my Saviour
Echo: May Belle Golis
...... Behold! Thou, Jesus

Scott Eddy

Aria—Tenor

... Thy name I live to praise

Obligato violins: Ralph Wade, Melba Sandberg

Chorale ....cccoeee ...

Jesus, be my firm foundation




PART V
86. Chorus ........ . emeeenemennaeen Glory be to God
37. Recitative—Evangelist ..o When Jesus our Lord was born
38. Chorus and Recitative (Alto) SO Where? O where is he
39, ChoTale . aea Thy splendor drives the night away
40. Recitative—Evangelist .oooeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeee And when King Herod had heard
41. Recitative—Alto ... And why are you thus shaken?
42. Recitative—Evangelist ..ocoovroereeeeceenes And when the King had gathered
43. Terzett—Soprano, Alto and Tenor ........... Ah, when comes to us salvation?
Obligato violin: Ralph Wade
44, Recitative—Alto .ooerereieceeee - ... Where does my Saviour dwell?
45, CROTALE oot memee e emee e ane e o ncaneeen In my heart of hearts
PART VI
AB. ChOTUS oo O Lord, when haughty foes assail us
47. Recitative—Evangelist and Bass ............. When the King had privily called
48, AFIH  SOPIRIO! i mimisitisssiissaiosiiansammnssanssnson He whom God has not befriended
49. Recitative—Evangelist ......... When the wise men heard
50. Chorale ... - . I stand beside Thy cradle here
b1l. Recitative—Evangelist ......ccocomvnmnnnn- And being warned of God in a dream
b52. Aria—Tenor . With fear the braggart foes are shaken
Obligato Oboes: Scott Eddy, Geoffrey Barron
B3. Recitative—Quartet i The evil sinful world is past
b4; CHOTRIE it The triumph is completed

Obligato trumpet: William Lockwood

Bach composed the Christmas Oratorio in 1784 while he was Cantor of the
Church of St. Thomas in Leipzig. This work consists of 6 individual parts which
were intended to be performed on Christmas day and several succeeding Sundays,
one part at every service. In order to present the work in one performance, a
slightly abridged version is being used tonight.

Joyful and even jubilant music is sung by the chorus while the evangelist
recites the Christmas story according to St. Matthews and St. Luke. Among the
highlights of the score and typical examples of descriptive music are: the recita-
tive No. 15 where the rocking of the cradle is portrayed by the cellos, the
“Jullaby” No. 16 and the Pastoral Symphony No. 9 where the Angels in Heaven
(violins) join the shepherds in the field (shawms) in performing music to the
glory of God; No. 82 where an echo symbolically portrays the voice of the Lord;
No. 38 when the chorus takes part in the dramatic action of the story; No. 41
where the trembling of the timid is expressed by short tremolos in the strings,
and finally No. 54, a Chorale framed by -an independent orchestral accompaniment,
with the trumpets and timpani leading to a triumphant eonclusion.

The audience is asked kindl.y to refrain from applause until the end of
parts III and VI.

SPECIAL EVENT

Due to popular demand, the highly acclaimed COMMUNITY SYMPHO-
NETTE will present a CONCERT at the Harpur College Theater, now scheduled
for Sunday, January 15, 1967, with JEAN CASADESUS as soloist in Mozart’s
Piano Concerto No. 17. For tickets call Mrs. Forsgard at SW 7-6143. Mark your
calendar for this musicial treat and watch for further announcements.

NEXT SUBSCRIPTION SYMPHONY CONCERT: Saturday, Feb. 18, 8:00,
Owego Free Academy; Sunday, Feb., 19, 7:30, Binghamton West Junior High
School. Guest Soloists: GUARNERI STRING QUARTET.
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PATRONS (continued)

. and Mrs. James L. Johnson
. and Mrs. Stanley T. Johnson

Dr. & Mrs. Melvin D. Jones

. and Mrs. Roger M. Keagle

. and Mrs, Charles D. Keane

. and Mrs. Frank T. Kearing
Mr. and Mrs. Chandler Y. Keller
Mrs. H., Gordon Kent

. and Mrs. Edward H. Klausner
. and Mrs. Burton I. Koffman

. and Mrs, Harry S. Koffman

. and Mrs. Karl Korte

. and Mrs. Roger L. Kresge

. and Mrs, Wilbur J. Kupfrian

. and Mrs. Hyman J. Kur

. and Mrs, Walter R. Kurtz

. and Mrs. Robert E. Lee

. and Mrs. David Levene

. and Mrs. Joseph M. Levene

. and Mrs. Robert L. Levene

. Leonard Levine

Mrs. Harry H. Levy

Dr. and Mrs. Harry B. Lincoln
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin A. Link

Little Venice Restaurant

Dr. and Mrs. Alfred Loewenstein
. and Mrs. Richard C. Lounsberry
. and Mrs. Bruno Low

. and Mrs. William A. Lyons

. and Mrs. James B. MacGibeny
. and Mrs. H. Albert Manwaring
. and Mrs. Keith Martin

. and Mrs. Richard S. Masters

. and Mrs. Wiliam F. McChesney
. and Mrs. W. Wallace McDowell
. and Mrs., William H. McFarland
. and Mrs. Peter J. McManus, Jr.
Mr. D. B. MecMurray

Men’s Quality Shop

Mern-Garrity Agency, Inc.

Miller Motors

. and Mrs. William H. Johnson, Jr.

Mr. Seymour M. Pitcher
*Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Plass, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert B. Posner
Miss Ann Prentice

Mr, and Mrs. Tracy C. Prentice
*Mr. and Mrs, Jerome Priest
Mrs. William H. Pritchard
*Mr: and Mrs. Samuel Pulford
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Rappaport
. and Mrs. Walter R. Richter
. and Mrs. Russell R. Rivenburg
. and Mrs, Tait Robertson
Mr. and Mrs. Sherman E. Rose
. Alec Rosefsky
. and Mrs. Charles R. Rosenthal
Mr. Robert Rounds.
. and Mrs. Maurice D. Sall

. and Mrs. John F. Schick
Schumann VanAtta Buick, Ine.
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Sedlak
Mrs. Frances Shaw

Sheraton Motor Inn

Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Silberer
*Mr, and Mrs. James H. Slavin
Mr. and Mrs, Brewster W. Smith
. and Mrs. John Vincent Smith
. and Mrs. Lynn H. Smith
. and Mrs. Morris J. Sommer
. and Mrs. Dan J. Spiro

Miss Janet W. Sprout

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Stabler
#Stack’s Fine Furniture, Ine.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert V. Steenstrup
Dr, and Mrs. I. Glenn Stevenson
Stickley-Siver, Inc.

Mr. Robert L. Sweeney

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd E. Sweet
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Tamkins
Mr. and Mrs. Hudson A. Thomas
*Tioga Foundry Corporation
Tri-City Ideal Laundry and Dry

Cleaners, Inc.

Morris Distributing Co., Ine.

Dr. and Mrs. Jason K. Moyer
Dr, and Mrs. Clifford Myers

Mr. Joseph L. Nestor

Mr. and Mrs. Josiah T. Newcomb
Olum Furniture Company

Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Ostrom
Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Ostrom

Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius C. Van Patten
Dr. and Mrs, Joseph Van Riper

Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Viek

Mrs. Otto C. Vieweg

WEOP Radio

WNBF-TV

Mrs. Fritz Wallenberg

Weeks and Dickinson, Inec.

*Owego Federal Savings and Loan Assoc. Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Welby
Mr, and Mrs. Warren R. Owens Dr. and Mrs. George B. Werner
P. M. P. Prepared Meat Products Mr. and Mrs. Thornton W. Whipple
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Mr. and Mrs. Jerome J. Perl Mr. and Mrs. Charles Yungkurth
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* indicates those who gave to the Owego Fund Drive

This concert series could not continue without the extra financial support of
tIlllos‘% 11;;lsted as Benefactors and Patrons. We express our heartfelt thanks to
all of them.

We wish to extend our thanks to ithe Evening Press, The Sun Bulletin, WNBF,
WINR, WEKOP, WENE, WBJA, Weeks & Dickinson, Hi-Fi Record Shop, Studio
Book Shop, Binghamton Youth Symphony and Endwell Orchestras, Woody’s
Record Shop, Britt's Department Store, Harpur College, Marvin Kelley, Jr.,
Mrs. Joseph Schwartz, Theta Sigma Sorority, Park Outdoor Adv., and to all
other friends whose support has made this concert possible.

Organ courtesy of Harpur College



